
 
 

November 22, 2017 

The Honorable Richard V. Spencer 

Secretary of the Navy  

1000 Navy Pentagon, Room 4D652  

Washington, D.C. 20350   

 

Dear Secretary Spencer: 

 

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter in support of the naming of the next available 

DDG class Destroyer after Corporal Patrick Gallagher of the United States Marine Corps. Although he 

was not a citizen, Corporal Gallagher demonstrated a love for this country and the ideals and values on 

which it stands by making the ultimate sacrifice on the battlefield. 

 

Patrick Gallagher enlisted in the Marines in 1966, just four years after he immigrated to the 

United States from a small town in Ireland searching for the American Dream. He was quickly deployed 

to Vietnam that same year and proved his mettle early on, having risked his life by jumping on a grenade 

thrown towards his unit. For this, Mr. Gallagher earned himself not only the Navy Cross, but also the 

unwavering respect of his allies and the rank of Corporal. Sadly, however, Corporal Gallagher’s life was 

taken in battle on March 30, 1967, just days before he was scheduled to return home.  

 

We owe a debt of gratitude to our servicemen and women, no matter where they were born. The 

naming of the next Destroyer in memory of Corporal Gallagher makes it clear to his loved ones and 

community that his selfless actions will never be forgotten and the efforts to do so began back in 2013. 

Now, four years and over 10,000 signatures later marks the 50
th
 anniversary of the sacrifice he made for 

our freedoms and I see no one more deserving of this prestigious honor. 

 

By way of correspondence, I join the elected officials in the United States Congress and Senate 

to offer my full support for the naming of the next DDG class Destroyer in honor of Corporal Patrick 

Gallagher. Thank you for your time and consideration on this important matter. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

  

          

Senator Jeffrey D. Klein 

NYS Senate Majority Coalition Leader & 

Independent Democratic Conference Leader 


